Training Trip Report (TTR) 
Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) 
(Reference TTR DID #20-60008 format and instructions) 


Contract/Task Order #: HDTRAI20F0054 

Training Event #: 2638 

Event Name: Mentoring visits to implement the study "Determination 
the sensitivity of the anthrax surveillance system in 
Ukraine" 

Event Dates: February 8, 2021 March 5, 2021 


Training Background: 


Within FETP Advanced program in Ukraine, it is planned to conduct a study on 
"Determination the sensitivity of the anthrax surveillance system in Ukraine". The objective of 
the study is to determine the sensitivity of the anthrax surveillance system in Ukraine in 2021 
and to provide data for further planning and implementation of measures for the effective 
functioning of the anthrax surveillance system. 

The study will be attended by about 392 people from 7 regions Ukrainian oblasts (Vinnytsia, 
Khmelnitsky, Poltava, Kyiv, Chernihiv, Cherkasy, Odesa), who applied for selected healthcare 
facilities for medical care and meet the case definition. Clinical and epidemiological data will 
be collected using a standardized questionnaire through personal interviews. Biological 
samples will be collected from individuals who meet the case definition for the detection of 
Bacillus anthracis by culturing and real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR) methods. 
Before initiating the main field studies in the oblasts, it is planned to organize mentoring visits 
and meet with regional healthcare authorities and medical staff planned to be involved. The 
meeting objectives are to introduce the study protocol, evaluate the conditions of healthcare 
facilities and laboratories for the collection, storage and transportation of the biological 
samples to the reference laboratory of the Public Health Center of Ministry of Health (MOH) 
of Ukraine, where the laboratory examination planned to be done. 

Initially, for mentoring visits, it was planned to organize business trips of several 3-residents” 
team in 7 oblasts in accordance with the following schedule: 

8-12 February 2021 - Kyiv and Odessa 

15-19 February 2021- Vinnytsia and Khmelnytskyi 

22-26 February 2021- Poltava and Chernigiv 

1-5 March 2021 — Cherkasy 

Because of COVID situation and unfavorable weather conditions in Ukraine, face to face 
meetings were conducted only in Kyiv and Odessa oblasts, for other oblasts we organized 
video call (online) meetings according to the schedule above. 


Executive Summary: 


During offline and online meetings with the authorities of the oblasts’ health departments, the 
residents presented the research protocol, introduced the main points of the future field 
research phase, and also asked to facilitate the study by informing the heads of oblast 
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